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The abundance of pieces of fine figured silks, embroideries and other
textiles bore striking testimony to the high standard reached in the
ancient Chinese silk industry, as well as to the trading of its products
with the classical West. Equally significant of those trade relations
were fragments of fine woollen tapestry showing patterns unmis-
takably Hellenistic in character and in part probably imported from
the Near East.

It was important to determine the route by which that ancient
Chinese trade had passed from the western end of the Han limes
through the dried-up Lop Sea bed to Lou-Ian and onwards to the
north-eastern extremity of the Tarim basin. This task was solved
in the course of ten days' march across ground now utterly waterless,
first by the discovery of a succession of small ruined watch-stations;
further on by lucky finds of coins and such traces as the passage of
Chinese political missions, troops and traders had left behind.

We regained Tun-huang by the close of March, 1914, following
the ancient border line discovered on the second expedition. Then
we successfully traced its eastward continuation for close on 250
miles more, to the Etsin-gol river. The watch-stations along this
portion of the limes yielded ample finds of Chinese records on
wood, remains of arms, furniture, etc., left behind by the Chinese
troops which during the first century before and after Christ had
guarded this most dismal of borders. By descending the Etsin-gol
for some 150 miles to its terminal delta, the ruined town of Khara-
khoto was reached in May. Its identity with Marco Polo's * City of
Etzina* was then definitely established. It had been visited before
by Colonel Kozloff, who in one of the ruined stupas had made a
notable find of Buddhist texts and paintings. Systematic clearing
of the ruins and of extensive refuse-heaps near them brought to
light more Buddhist manuscripts and block-prints on paper, both in
Tibetan and the little-known Tangut language, besides miscel-
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